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share in ensuring that the individual constitutions of the
separate Republics shall conform with the Constitution of
the U.S.S.R. All must take part when change in boun-
daries between republic and republic shall be found
necessary. All must share in the regulation of foreign
trade, which in the U.S.S.R. is a State monopoly. All
must share in establishing national economic plans, in
framing the budget, in administering bank credit and
money, in trading enterprises, transport, loans, education,
and health. All must share in establishing basic labour
laws, and in formulating criminal and civil codes. All
must share in formulating fundamental principles regu-
lating the use of raw materials, forests, and waters.

Apart from these and kindred concerns each Union
Republic makes its own Constitution in conformity with
the general Constitution of the U.S.S.R.

Most Republics are further subdivided into Territories,
Provinces, or Autonomous Regions. The territory of no
Union republic may be changed without its consent.

The Republics vary enormously in population, industrial
and agricultural development, and culture. The Ukraine,
even in the Tsarist regime, was populous and, as far as Russian
standards went,, advanced. The Kazakh, Tajik, Kirghiz, and
Uzbek people were still in the dark and primitive ages.

Now, however, all the republics move towards a greater
equality of cultural and industrial development; whilst each
retains, or indeed increases, its distinctive local colour.

Leaving the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic
on one side, the Ukraine was the most interesting of the
five republics I visited, and Kiev, its capital, the most
beautiful town I saw. The Ukraine covers a vast area in
the south-west corner of the Union, bordering on Rumania
and Poland, and washed on the south by the waters of
the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov. The density of popu-
lation is nearly as great as in Denmark; it contains almost
a fifth of the population of the Soviet Union.

Hitler covets the Ukraine. And understandably so.
The land is surpassingly rich. The Ukraine is a granary